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An anfwer to fome Queries propofed by Mr. William
Molyneux, concerning Lough-Neagh: by Mr,
Edward Smyth, Fellow of Trinicy Colledge in
Dublin,

1. § )‘ ] Hether Lough-Neagh bath really the quali-
ty of petrifying Waod? 'To this I an{wer, that

no experiment, or obfervation yet made, (thatl can
bear of ) can prove the Lough has this petrifying quali-
ty s or that the water do’s any way help or premote
the petrification ; for that two experiments made by a
Gentleman of worth and good credit (whofe Eftate lies
contiguous to the Loxzgh, and whofe curiofitie prompted
him to amore diligent fearch into this matter) plainly
prove the contrary, For about 19 years ago, he ftuck
two Holly-Stakes (a wood which all agree will fooneft
petrifie-in this Loxgh)in two feverall places of the Loxgh,
near that place where the upper Band enters into it ;
and that part of the ftake, which for fo long time has
been wafhed by the water, remains there without any
alteration, or the leaft advance towards petrification ;
as for that partof the ftake which iscovered by the mud
or earth, he has not yet lcoked onit, but promifes to
do it this Summer , taking advantage of the fall of the
Lough, and that too, which report make's the weakeft,
and moft unfit for this operation, may feem not to con-
clude univerfally of the whole Lough ; yet are a reafona-
ble caufe of doubting that, which ought to be, yet ne-
ver was backed by any faithfull experiment; and I there-
fore believe it fabulous; for thachad the Lough any fuch
Vertue,it would moit probably be diffus'd in fome meafure
through the whole. This is true of thofe Lakes whole
peculiarities are related by Vurenius ; and this feems e-
“ vident
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vident from the very nature of liquid bodies; for the
partsof all liquid bodies being in a conftant motion, and
mixing with one another, any Vertue received in one
part,muft neceffarily be diffus'd through the whole,at leaft
in fome degree, but the ftakes in thisexperiment had not
fuffered the leaft alteration laft Summer, though they
had been almoft three times feven years in the warer.

2. Whether this Qualitie be equally diffus’d throughous
the whole Lough, orbe more firong in any particular parts
thereof ? Becaufe there have been no certain experi-
ments made upon all parts of the Lough, and much time
required to make this tryall we cannot expect a {peedy
refolution of this Queary; Report for the Weft fide,
and Dr. Boat (an Author for whofe fidelity 1 vouch not)
in his Natural Hiftory of Ireland, tellsus that ashis Bro-
ther informed him, who lived in thofe parts, that water
has efpecially this Virtu about thofe places, where the
Black water difcharges it felf into the Lake, but con-
feffes he never could find any perfon who himfelfe had
made the tryall, and therefore had this information
trom report, orfome other way equally uncertain: {o
that there is ftill good reafon to believe the water is
wholy deftitute of this petrifying qualitie.

3. What woods are petrified by the Lough > or whether
only Folly. Thatnot only Helly, but alfo 0ak, and
fome other wood has been petrified about this Lough,
and in the foil adjacent, 1 have fufficient groundsto
conje&ure on this account ; becaufe fome Fithermen;
being tenants of a gentleman from whom I had:thisre-
lation, told him, they had found buried in the mud of
this Lough great trees, with all their roots and branches
petrified s and fome of that bignefs, that they believd
they could {carcely bedrawn by a teem of Oxen. They
broke off {everall branches as big as a mans legg, and
many bigger, but could not move the great trunk. If
we may credit this relation, we muft allow {fome other

Tt woods



[11107]

woods to be petrified befide Holly, for Flly never grows
to that bignefs; the largeft trees being icarcely bya
third part fobig; fo that allowing for the unexaétnefs
and unufaithfullnels of the Filhermensrelation; we have
grounds to believe this wood wasother then FAHolly ; my
cheit reafon for guefling it 02&_is the bulk; no treesin
that country, thefe excepted, growing to that prodi-
gious bignefs : befides there is much timber found inthe
mud on fand on the banks, fuch as Deal, &c. but no
Cak, fo that I believe what Oak was undermined by
the water, was covered with mud, and {o petrified into
Stone, and of this fort might that be which the Fifher-
men found; for if fome part of that ground which is now
covered by the water , was formerly wood, asis on good

rounds believed by thofe that live therabouts, as it is

robable there was much 024 in the wood, {o itispro-
bable there is much buried in the Lozgh; Deal, and o-
ther trees are found here without any alteration, but
what they might {uffer in any other water.

4. Whether the weod or Holly, brought from other pla-
ces, be as apt to be petrified, aswhat grows inthe grounds
adjacent to the Lough? If, as I fhall make out in my
anfwer to the laft Query, this vertue of pesrifyzng do's
certainly, if not folely refide in the {oil conriguousto
this Lough, moft certainly treesthat imbibe fome of this
petrifying Vertue, or thefe Lapideous particles with
their nourifhment, as being already difpos'd for it, will
be more eafily altered into ftone.

5. What time is requifite to petrifie a piece of a determi-
nate bigne(s, Theard of no experiment which can refolve
this Quary, but what report tells us of feven years is
certainly a fableas to the water, I1know of no body who
has made tryall of the foil.

6. Whether any has feen the [ame body partly woed and
partly Stone > 1 was informed by two Gentlemen of the

North, that this may be frequently feen, who alledged
they
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they themfelves had feen the fame body, wood, and
ftone. Buttheonly reafon for thinking {o, being the
diverfity of colours which might well enough proceed
from feverall degrees of petrification, we may proba-
bly think them deceived : for they made no experiments
on that part which they reputed wood. They further
told me that partof the body which touched the furface
of the water was the partition between the petrified and
unpetrified part of it; this further confirms me, they
were imposd on. ‘This ftone had been often found one
partofitrotten and petrified, the other remaining firm
and ufefull: but thisit hascommon with other ftones :
whether it became rotten in the wood, or ftone, may be
doubted.

7. Whether the Bark has been [een petrified, as well as
the Wood » The Bark is never found petrified, asI am
informed by a diligent Inquirer, but often fomething
rotten about the ftone anfwerable to the Bark.

8. Whether any one bas certainly made experiment of the

Loughs petrifying, by putting a piece of wood therein, and
there letting irly till it was petrified? Several pieces of
Holly have been put into the Lozgh, but none, that | ever
heard of, wasevertaken outin any wife altered.
9. Whether th.re be any Sand-pits nigh about the Lough
in which thefe pieces of wood (we efteem petrified) are found?
I never could hear of any fuch Sand-pits, nor that this
petrifying Vertue was ftronger inany fuch places; there
is a greater quantity of thefe ftones found in the adja-
cent ground, and when ground is newly broke, ordi-
narily turned up in plowing.

10. Whether the Earth, or Sand about this Lough Je
induedwith this Qualitie > That this Virtue is certainly, if
not only, in the ground or {oil I judge for thefe reafons,
that there are many ftones turned up daily efpecially at
their breaking up new ground ; which we cannot inany
probabilitie think were brought thither; they areoften
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found at two miles diftance from the Lough, feldonr.
further, in great numbers, and very deep in the ground;

now for what ufe and reafon they f{hould be brought
thither I cau’t imagine: but becaunle there may ue
exceptions againft this reafon I fhall produce another;
which Ibelieve will plainly prove this affertion, itbeing
matter o fact. The Gentleman onwhofe credit I re-
ceived thisinformation, had occafion one day to furvey
a part of hisown land, and ata {mall diftance from the

Lough, he faw a ftump of a tree juft digged out of the
ground, which by handling of it he found petrified ; his
Servant that digged itup, ftanding by him, told him he
had juft rooted it out of the ground: he affured me the

roots and all were ftone, and altogether like thofe ftones
that are ordinarily found and go by thie name of Lozgh-

Nesgh ftones. This certainly proves the {oil to have
this petrifying Vertue, which was never yet proved of the
water. This Gentleman was of opinion thefe were Laz-
pides {ui generis, till this obfervation convinced him: and
I believe the wood, which I before mentioned that was
found by the Fifhermen pesrified, ows its petrification to
the foil and not to the water. But thatthefe ftoneswere

once wood is I-think very certain, for they fiiew the plain

veftigia of wood, they likewife burn, cleave; filings of

this ftone throws in the fire emitt-a fragrant {mell : they

cut kindly.with a knife, though not fo eafily, as other
wood : but had they none of thefe properues, the in-

ftance now alledged, I think, is asconvincing as Demon-

ftration,
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